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These reference tables contain statistics of the fertility rate in four countries in Asia since 1960. They are the countries 
that are estimated by the World Bank to have some of the highest fertility rates in the world in 2017. It also compares the 
data from the World Bank, and the United Nations World Population Prospects reports of 2017 and 2019. The fertility rate 
is the average number of children women have had or are likely to have in their lifetime. The graph besides each table 
shows the fertility rate of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while the y-axis 
is the total fertility rate. Each circle represents a certain year.

All four countries here have seen dramatic decline in fertility rate. Also, for all of them, the fertility rate is projected to fall to 
around 2.0 by 2095-2100 in the latest UN report.
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Total fertility rate, East Timor, 1960-2016, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.00 6.373 1960
1961 0.00 6.376  
1962 0.00 6.375  
1963 -0.01 6.367  
1964 -0.03 6.347 1964
1965 -0.04 6.314  
1966 -0.05 6.268 1966
1967 -0.07 6.207  
1968 -0.08 6.132 1968
1969 -0.11 6.039  
1970 -0.14 5.917 1970
1971 -0.19 5.751 1971
1972 -0.23 5.541 1972
1973 -0.25 5.298 1973
1974 -0.25 5.037  
1975 -0.21 4.794 1975
1976 -0.14 4.611 1976
1977 -0.05 4.514 1977
1978 0.05 4.513 1978
1979 0.13 4.606 1979
1980 0.18 4.767 1980
1981 0.18 4.956 1981
1982 0.15 5.130 1982
1983 0.10 5.256 1983
1984 0.04 5.324 1984
1985 -0.01 5.336  
1986 -0.03 5.308 1986
1987 -0.03 5.271  
1988 0.00 5.256  
1989 0.04 5.273  
1990 0.10 5.340 1990
1991 0.16 5.469  
1992 0.20 5.651 1992
1993 0.24 5.874  
1994 0.26 6.125 1994
1995 0.25 6.384  
1996 0.22 6.627 1996
1997 0.18 6.832  
1998 0.12 6.986 1998
1999 0.06 7.079  
2000 0.01 7.112 2000
2001 -0.04 7.092  
2002 -0.06 7.037 2002
2003 -0.08 6.965  
2004 -0.09 6.881 2004
2005 -0.09 6.790  
2006 -0.10 6.694 2006
2007 -0.11 6.590 2007
2008 -0.12 6.477 2008
2009 -0.12 6.357 2009
2010 -0.12 6.234 2010
2011 -0.13 6.109 2011
2012 -0.13 5.983 2012
2013 -0.12 5.859 2013
2014 -0.12 5.737 2014
2015 -0.12 5.618 2015
2016 -0.12 5.503 2016
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year 
(children per woman)

East Timor total fertility rate, 1960-2016

It is not hard to reverse a fall 
in fertility. East Timor had 
been on just such a rapidly 
slowing down trajectory until 
it was taken under military 
occupation. A third of the 
population died as a result of 
that occupation either 
directly or from the 
starvation and disease the 
military caused. Whenever 
people become desperate to 
survive they have more 
children.

Indonesia invaded East Timor in 1975 and the 
country did not gain full independence again until 
2002 after which fertility rates fell almost as rapidly 
as they had risen.
The 2019 UN projections are fertility rates of 2.5 by 
2050 and 1.8 by 2100.

East Timor had the highest 
recorded total fertility rate 
(children per 100 women aged 
15-44) in Asia in 2016: 5.5 
children per woman. This rate 
has fallen from a high of over 
7.1 in 2000. In 1960 it was 6.4, 
had fallen to 4.5 by 1978, but 
then risen rapidly first to 5.3 
where it stayed for where it 
stayed for about 7 years 
(1984-1990) and then rapidly 
again to 7.1 by 2000.
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Total fertility rate, Afghanistan, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.00 7.450 1960
1961 0.00 7.450
1962 0.00 7.450
1963 0.00 7.450
1964 0.00 7.450
1965 0.00 7.450
1966 0.00 7.450
1967 0.00 7.450
1968 0.00 7.450
1969 0.00 7.450
1970 0.00 7.450
1971 0.00 7.450
1972 0.00 7.450
1973 0.00 7.450
1974 0.00 7.450
1975 0.00 7.450
1976 0.00 7.450
1977 0.00 7.449
1978 0.00 7.449
1979 0.00 7.449
1980 0.00 7.449
1981 0.00 7.449
1982 0.00 7.450
1983 0.00 7.452
1984 0.00 7.455
1985 0.00 7.458
1986 0.00 7.460
1987 0.00 7.461
1988 0.00 7.461
1989 0.00 7.461
1990 0.01 7.466 1990
1991 0.02 7.479
1992 0.03 7.502
1993 0.04 7.535
1994 0.04 7.572 1994
1995 0.03 7.606
1996 0.01 7.630 1996
1997 -0.01 7.635 1997
1998 -0.03 7.616 1998
1999 -0.06 7.569 1999
2000 -0.09 7.494 2000
2001 -0.11 7.392 2001
2002 -0.13 7.271 2002
2003 -0.14 7.136 2003
2004 -0.15 6.988 2004
2005 -0.17 6.827 2005
2006 -0.18 6.651 2006
2007 -0.20 6.460 2007
2008 -0.21 6.254 2008
2009 -0.22 6.038 2009
2010 -0.22 5.816 2010
2011 -0.22 5.595 2011
2012 -0.21 5.380 2012
2013 -0.20 5.174 2013
2014 -0.19 4.981 2014
2015 -0.17 4.802 2015
2016 -0.16 4.635 2016
2017 -0.16 4.477 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Afghanistan total fertility rate, 1960-2017

The smooth curve here seems very unlikely 
considering Afghanistan’s turbulent history during this 
period. The first and only Afghan census was in 1979, 
covering only 67% of households due to security 
issues. Household listings were made again in 2003-
05 and 2009-10, but the planned censuses in 2008 
and 2011 were both cancelled. As well as the settled 
population there is a nomadic population of about 1.5 
million and significant refugee return and exodus, but 
that is almost 90% male.

The UN statistics give the fertility rate in Afghanistan 
as fairly steady between 1960 and 1990, around 7.45, 
then increasing to over 7.6 by 1997, and then 
dropping faster and faster. By 2017 they give it as 4.5.

The UN now projects that there will be a total fertility 
rate in Afghanistan of 2.3 by 2045-50 and 1.7 by 
2095-2100. They appear to give no explanation as to 
how these figures have been conjured up to fill 
spreadsheets which admit no missing data.
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Total fertility rate, Iraq, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.112 6.252 1960
1961 0.131 6.364 1961
1962 0.163 6.514 1962
1963 0.179 6.689 1963
1964 0.178 6.872 1964
1965 0.158 7.044 1965
1966 0.126 7.188 1966
1967 0.087 7.295 1967
1968 0.044 7.362 1968
1969 0.000 7.383 1969
1970 -0.038 7.362 1970
1971 -0.064 7.308 1971
1972 -0.078 7.234 1972
1973 -0.081 7.153
1974 -0.080 7.072
1975 -0.079 6.993
1976 -0.080 6.915 1976
1977 -0.083 6.834
1978 -0.088 6.748
1979 -0.090 6.658 1979
1980 -0.087 6.569
1981 -0.081 6.485
1982 -0.074 6.407
1983 -0.066 6.338
1984 -0.059 6.276
1985 -0.056 6.220 1985
1986 -0.057 6.164
1987 -0.063 6.105
1988 -0.070 6.039
1989 -0.079 5.965
1990 -0.086 5.882
1991 -0.090 5.794
1992 -0.092 5.702
1993 -0.092 5.610
1994 -0.094 5.517
1995 -0.096 5.423
1996 -0.101 5.325
1997 -0.107 5.221
1998 -0.110 5.112 1998
1999 -0.109 5.002
2000 -0.103 4.894
2001 -0.091 4.796 2001
2002 -0.076 4.711 2002
2003 -0.059 4.644 2003
2004 -0.041 4.594
2005 -0.023 4.563
2006 -0.008 4.549
2007 0.001 4.547 2007
2008 0.006 4.552
2009 0.005 4.559
2010 -0.001 4.562 2010
2011 -0.010 4.557
2012 -0.021 4.542
2013 -0.033 4.515
2014 -0.044 4.476
2015 -0.053 4.427
2016 -0.059 4.370
2017 -0.061 4.309 2017
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Iraq total fertility rate, 1960-2017

The total fertility rate (children per 100 women aged 15-44) 
in Iraq grew faster and faster in the first half of the 1960s, 
and the most dramatic increase was in 1963, when the 
fertility rate reached 6.7. Following a gradual slowdown, the 
fertility rate peaked in 1969 at 7.4 and started falling fast. 
By 1975 it was 7.0, by 1989 6.0, by1999 5.0, by 2013 4.5 
and by 2017 4.3.

The fall was very fast between 1972 and 1982, even faster 
between 1989 and 2002 but ground to a halt between 2006 
and 2011, but is now back on an accelerating fall but not 
yet as fast as those previous fast-fall periods.
In 2017, the fertility rate 4.309, which was already much 
below the 2017 UN estimate of 4.55 for the 2015-2020 
period. This rate was even lower in the 2019 UN report at 
3.68 for the 2015-2020 period.

The UN now projects that there will be a total fertility rate of 
2.67 by 2045-50 and 1.95 by 2095-2100.
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Total fertility rate, Yemen, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.043 7.488 1960
1961 0.043 7.531
1962 0.045 7.575
1963 0.045 7.621
1964 0.042 7.665
1965 0.036 7.705
1966 0.027 7.737
1967 0.020 7.760
1968 0.016 7.777 1968
1969 0.018 7.792
1970 0.030 7.813
1971 0.051 7.852
1972 0.075 7.915
1973 0.100 8.003
1974 0.120 8.115
1975 0.131 8.243 1975
1976 0.130 8.376 1976
1977 0.117 8.502
1978 0.095 8.609
1979 0.072 8.693
1980 0.051 8.754
1981 0.035 8.795
1982 0.026 8.825
1983 0.018 8.847
1984 0.010 8.861
1985 -0.002 8.866 1985
1986 -0.016 8.858
1987 -0.036 8.833
1988 -0.060 8.786
1989 -0.090 8.713
1990 -0.127 8.606 1990
1991 -0.167 8.459
1992 -0.206 8.272
1993 -0.239 8.048
1994 -0.262 7.795
1995 -0.272 7.525 1995
1996 -0.270 7.251 1996
1997 -0.257 6.986 1997
1998 -0.236 6.738 1998
1999 -0.213 6.514 1999
2000 -0.192 6.313 2000
2001 -0.180 6.130 2001
2002 -0.176 5.954 2002
2003 -0.177 5.778 2003
2004 -0.177 5.601 2004
2005 -0.174 5.425 2005
2006 -0.168 5.253 2006
2007 -0.157 5.090 2007
2008 -0.145 4.940 2008
2009 -0.133 4.801 2009
2010 -0.124 4.674 2010
2011 -0.117 4.554 2011
2012 -0.114 4.440 2012
2013 -0.113 4.327 2013
2014 -0.112 4.215 2014
2015 -0.110 4.104 2015
2016 -0.108 3.995 2016
2017 -0.106 3.889 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Yemen total fertility rate, 1960-2017

The total fertility rate (children per 100 women 
aged 15-44) in Yemen was 7.5 in 1960 and 
peaked at almost 8.9 in 1985. The fastest growth 
in this period was seen around 1975.
Since 1985, the fertility rate in Yemen has fallen 
dramatically. This decline accelerated from 1985 
until 1995. The decline has decelerated since but 
remains fast. The fertility rate fell to 8.0 by 1993, 
7.0 by 1997, 6.0 by 2002, 5.0 by 2008 and 4.0 by 
2016.
Although the rate of decline is falling, it appears 
remorseless here. However figures since the start 
of the Yemeni war in 2015 are probably unreliable. 
In April 2019 a UN report predicted the death toll 
from war and famine could reach 233,000 by 2020 
from war and famine, 60% children under five. An 
increased fertility rate after such disaster would be 
usual.
The UN now projects that there will be a total 
fertility rate in Yemen of 2.22 by 2045-50 and 1.67 
by 2095-2100.


